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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
BEFORE MAILING DATE OF EITHER A FINAL ACTION 
OR NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)) 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 , 
Dear Sir: 

^ This information disclosure statement is being filed before the mailing date of either a 

final action under § 1 . 1 1 3 or a notice of allowance under § 1 J 1 1 , whichever occurs first. 

Attached are Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly Form PTO-1449) listing the 
relevant art known to Ijie applicant herein. The Examiner is requested to consider the references 
and make them of record. This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filmg 
date of prior application Serial No. 60/174,220, filed on January 3, 2000. This application also 
relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior applications Serial No. 
60/213,843, filed oh June 23, 2000 and Serial No. 60/232,825 filed on September 15, 2000. 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information, of which they are 
aware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect of 
which, there may be a duty to disclose. Legible copies of all items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A 
and 08B (formerly Form PTO-1449) accompany this information statement. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that the above correspondence was mailed to the AssistantComipissionej_fcr Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1, as First Class mail, postageprepaid, this /f®Wtof^:::iX2^2xJ««--^002. 
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Applicant elects the option to pay the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. sec 1.1 7(p) for submission 
of an information disclosure statement under § 1 .97(c). A check in the amount of $1 80 is 
enclosed. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(g)), an admission that the 
information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material 
information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. (Notice of January 9, 1992, 1 135 O.G. 13-25, at 25.) 




R, Scott Johnson, Reg. No. 4S,792 
McKEE, VOORHEES & SEASE, P.L.C. 
801 Grand Avenue, Suite 3200 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309-2721 
Phone No. (515) 288-3667 
Fax No. (515)288-1338 
CUSTOMER NO: 22885 
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